Rusper - July 2005
	Wed 13th July - Rusper
 

Sixteen intrepid pioneers set off to explore the extended terrain of Rusper (North) golf course. Eight in the 1st Division, and, I can’t remember how many in the 2nd.
 

Phil and Maurice set off at a tremendous pace, mainly because they were in a buggy, and quickly became dots on the horizon; best place for them.
 

Blod, Kevin, and Chris Macauly had previous experience of the whole course, and their local knowledge showed when they all finished in the frame of their respected divisions, however none of them as winners, shame!
 

Most members had played the original nine-hole course before, although the familiarity disappeared after the 5th from where the newer course came into play, and we were then introduced to the combination of high trees, and low flying aircraft with plenty of both. What a sweet noise; the sound of someone else’s golf ball ricocheting off the woodwork.
 

Apart from ‘Fish’, Dave Ashby, and the Hon Treasurer, everyone recorded reasonable scores. El Capitano Roger excelled himself with 21 on the first nine, and then ‘The Pitts’ bit came into play with 5 points on the back nine.
 

Harlequin Howard took the 1st division with 31pts, on a ‘count back’ with Chris Macauley, and Clive ‘One-S’ took the 2nd with 29. What was he doing in the 2nd division?
 

Alan Fish, and Clive won their respective longest drives, with BJ and El Capitano winning the nearest-the-pin prizes. Thanks go to Blod for sponsoring the manufacture of new marker pins, and for producing some of the prizes. We are not sure what part of the Highlands the Scotch came from; Glen Faygate?
 

We were very fortunate with the weather, and an excellent day was completed by a wonderful Steak & Kidney pie with loads of vegetables, served by a comely wench.
 

Clearly a course to keep in mind for a future challenge.


 

	Division One
 
Ian Howard   31  CB
Chris Macauley   31
Kevin O'Neill   28
Barry Johnson  27
Paul Holmes   26
Mick McGilligan  23
Alan Fisher  18
Dave Ashby  15
	Division Two
 
Clive Trusler   29
Graham Hazell   26  CB
Roger Pitts    26  (21 on front 9)
Phil Allen  24
Maurice Jones  23
Nick Farrow  21
Barry Quantrill 21
Keith Russell  18
	 

 

Longest Drive   
Div 1: Alan Fisher
Div 2: Clive Trusler
 
Nearest The Pin
Div 1: Barry Johnson
Div 2: Roger Pitts


Osbourne House - TOUR  - June 2005
	An Ode To A Golfing Tour - Day Two
 

I am a man of many words
Some are good but, most absurd,
To write a diary of one day
Was easier than playing golf, I say!
 

This ode - it starts whilst taking food,
A Chelsea fan, who, was quite rude
So BJ took it upon himself
To enquire about his mental health.
O’Carroll responded to the bell,
The South Rusper cornerman from hell
Fish never tried to leave his seating
But, asked for Quiet!!! while he was eating!
 

Then back to Palmerston for sleep
With drink it really was too deep
The Tory Club was playing host,
A Lions victory to toast
But, alas, it was not meant to be
– we’ll have to make it two from three.
 

Full English breakfast there for you,
And all you had to do was queue
For Keith it really turned out great
– three lots of pudding on his plate!
 

With cars and golfers everywhere
Some on ferries, some straight there,
We make our way to Osbourne house
And wait in turn to start the course.
Then BOS arrives ashen white,
In the net he’s had a fight!
The ball came back at a furious pace,
Then was lost, but cut his face.
 

With Kevin driving and reading maps
- we seldom seem to have mishaps
But on the journey back to base,
He really did have egg on face!
Driving up a one way road
Back to front while we all goad!
 

Then Pavarotti’s was the place,
South Rusper late – the usual case.
With conversation on the wane
The top of the table played a game!
A prodigy it never was
But firestarters Clive and Bos!!
The waitress down her nose she looked,
Before the peppers they were cooked.
She shook her head as if to say
‘With fire you know you must not play!
 

Back to the hotel for a drink
That was the idea – I think
But John Guest with single handed flair
Helped the rise of BT shares!!
Nickname him - ET should do the trick,
But that probably won’t stick.
 

I hope this hasn’t been too much,
I wrote it down in such a rush,
And now it’s really time to close,
I hope this gets up no-ones nose!!!
 

A Stewart


Sandown and Shanklin - TOUR  - June 2005
	Friday 24th June - Sandown & Shanklin
 

After a gruelling sea crossing on the Isle of Wight ferry, our 18 intrepid tourists arrived in the 1970’s (Ryde). Restored by breakfast at a greasy spoon (Barry Johnson ate his own black pudding), the party then made its way to Sandown & Shanklin G.C. With their customary eye for detail, the group then set about choosing appropriate kit for the course – shorts or longs? how long is a short sock? how white is a grey sock? In the event nobody had packed a hard-hat, which might have been the most useful item of kit on this very tight course. Several greens were liable to aerial bombardment by wayward shots from adjacent tees, not to mention the light aircraft buzzing around from the neighbouring airfield. By way of balance, at the short 9th golfers got the opportunity to bombard incoming cars at the main entrance to the club. During the afternoon, there were flashes of brilliance all around the course, sadly not all from the golfers, as electric storms passed the island. Happily the rain was not too intrusive and the round was completed without loss of personnel, but with the usual impressive loss of balls. The spoils of victory went deservedly to the usual suspects in the 1st division (CW and BJ) with B&Q making a determined bid for promotion by from the 2nd division. Barry also claimed further bragging rights over Clive by winning the longest drive in Div.2. Nearest the pin went to Mark Sillett and longest drive in Div.1 went to some bloke called Ravi. As usual fines were imposed undeservedly on those with the sneakiest partners – thanks to Keith and Fish for NOT mentioning a certain drive from the 5th tee to the 4th green.


HRCHGS v HRUFC - June 2005
	HRCHGS v HRUFC
 

Historics Robbed in Breathtaking Challenge - Casuals Tot one up
 

A salutary lesson in guile and creative handicapping prevented the Historics taking a 2 game lead in the Horsham Rugby Golf challenge held at Rookwood Park on 10th June. Despite golf of the highest standard from the Historics, these obstacles were too hard to overcome and the match was won 3-2 by the Casuals. The extent to which the Casuals saw a game plan and played it through is reflected in the Stableford scoreline which the Historics won (or would have) 295 to 272. Dave and Chris actually beat Ian and Rick whilst scoring 21 fewer points!!! Hats off to the Casuals.
 

We only have a match report on the game between Alan & Mike and Les and Giles. Les and Giles took a 4 hole lead. Giles looking way better than his 28 (yes 28) handicap. Alan & Mike fought back to all-square at the turn, managing to cover each other when one fell short. They streaked ahead on the 2nd 9 needing to tie the 16th for the win, 3 and 2. Unfortunately this match was more the exception than the rule!
 

On the individual scores, hero of the day, Tot ran out winner with an impressive 41. Alan was second on 34, struggling to score but looking stylish as always. Chris W came in 3rd with 33 on countback over Rick, Ian H and Ian G. Nearest the pin was Andy. Longest Drive was Keith. Yes, I do mean Keith Russell. This alone should have saved him from the Bum Hole award but Chris, disappointed at the loss, could not resist making Keith the scape goat or rather scape bunny for the day. Keith is eating lettuce for a month, I'm afraid.Best pair went to the Casuals secret weapons, Damien and Tot.
 

At the end Chris extended an invitation to the Casuals to join us on more of our outings . Hoping to learn more about matchplay tactics, no doubt. And in case anyone is unsure a Zimmer frame is not mandatory, though it can be a comfort.


 

	 Full Scores are:

	 

	Ian G 33
	    
	Dave 27
	    
	Dave and Chris won 3 and 2

	Rick 33
	
	Chris P 18
	
	

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Chris W 33
	    
	Andy 29
	    
	Andy and BW won 3 and 2

	Keith 19
	
	BW 32
	
	

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Rob 22
	    
	Kevin 20
	    
	Rob and Derek won 3 and 2

	Derek 25
	
	John 20
	
	

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Alan 34
	    
	Les 24
	    
	Alan and Mike won 3 and 2

	Mike 32
	
	Giles 30
	
	

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	BJ 31
	    
	Tot 41
	    
	Tot and Damien won 4 and 3

	Ian H 33
	
	Damien 31
	
	

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 


Betchworth - April 2005
	The Betchworth Mysteries also known as “who ate Barry’s bacon roll?”
 

Twenty enthusiastic golfers assembled in the comfort of the Betchworth Park clubhouse. Twenty bacon rolls were served. Mr Johnson arrived in the “nick of time” Calamity, all the bacon rolls had been eaten! The hunt for the guilty had begun.
 

To the first tee, golfers flexed and stretched, honed to perfection, they prepared to weather the overcast and dodgy looking conditions. Maurice promptly tucked his trousers into his socks. Must be going on a bike ride muttered his “style conscious” team mates. There was further concern from his team mates later in the round when Maurice was heard to shout, “mine’s all covered in spots”, the mystery still remains as to what he could have been referring. As it materialised Betchworth was good to us. Overcast yes, but only one hole of very light drizzle, and the course, particularly the fairways were in splendid condition. 
 

Adrenalin pumping, motivated by the nagging sense of injustice Barry swept to a splendid 33 points and first place in Division One. Harvey came second with 31 and Alan Fisher third with 30 points. Paddy won nearest the pin and Bos, avoiding 4th tee vertigo drilled the ball into the distant gloom for the longest drive.
 

Mark Sillett won Division Two with 30 points with Rob Newton second with 26. Rob also took the Division Two longest drive. The team event went to Messrs Johnson, Harman, McGilligan and Newton.
 

By now most of the players were “in the pink”, or to be more accurate enjoying the luxury of a shower in the ladies locker rooms. Why so many mirrors? Best not ask. Barry however, was still looking for his missing bacon roll. Will the mystery ever be resolved? And so to dinner where a friend of Rod, Alan Sorensen - Betchworth’s Captain, had kindly provided wine, we would all like to say many thanks, greatly appreciated.
 

Finally, congratulations are due to the Match Managers B.Q, and Clive 'one-s' Trusler, who performed admirably in their new capacities. They even managed to please the Treasurer (not an easy thing to do) by obtaining excellent value for the prizes. We understand that shopping in a Supermarket had been a wholly new experience. However, they then proceeded to blot their copy-book by getting carried away with their success, and ordering three platters of cheese, with a few crackers, at an extortionate cost which sent the Treasurer home in tears, but delighted the rest of us.


Rookwood - March 2005

	With a quarter of the year already passed by a merry gang arrived for the first outing of the year at Rookwood. The long layoff has exposed a lack of match fitness and co-ordination on the organisation side. Meet at 11.00 – no meet at 12.30- what do you mean you didn’t receive the email? – The course still had the original Tee times booked for us – and the Finesmaster was also asked to write this report ( a bad mistake).
 

Finally once everyone expected had arrived, the 20 members and 1 guest split into the 7 teams of three as selected. When the last group were about to tee off it became obvious that there were 4 players ready to start. Having investigated passports, it was discovered the Mr Harman had been able, at the last minute, to rearrange his appointments (to skip off work) and he was gladly welcomed into the fold. This obviously cost him a fine as a late payer!
 

Of the weather all one could say is that it was dry and not too cold, sadly not one of those delightful sunny spring days we come to expect.
 

A discussion took place regarding the split between divisions one and two and it was decided to lower the qualifying handicap to 25 giving a much more even spread of players in each division.
 

In spite of the organiser for the day cleverly placing himself in the first group the rounds were completed in good time, as the dusk was gathering.
 

Generally the standard of play was good with 10 players scoring 30 or more and only three falling below 20.
 

The team competition was played alongside the individual contest with the two best Stapleford scores being multiplied and the third added to give the total for each hole. Messrs Russell, Gardner and Macauley found this too complicated and as a result decided not to enter a team score.
 

The meal was extremely well received and a hush fell on the gathering as the food was devoured. The fines were duly collected with only a few escaping without penalty.
 

The prizes were sponsored by Lord Stokes of Millais and supplied from his wildlife park. Tigers and gifraffes were the order of the day. Mesrs Pitts and Belcher each departed with three prizes, Fisher and Gardiner with two and one each for O’Neill. Hazell and Trusler( Bum hole)
 

Div 1 nearest the pin and Div 1 longest drive were won by Alan Fisher. Div 1 winner was Kevin O’Neill on 40 with our Guest Roger Bacon runner up on 38(on count back over Alan Fisher).
 

Div 2 nearest the pin was won by Derrick Belcher and Div 2 longest drive was won by Roger Pitts. Div 2 winner was Derrick Belcher on 37 with Roger Pitts runner up on 33(on count back over Graham Hazell)


 

Division 1 Scores,
	K O'NEILL
	 
	40

	C WRIGHT
	 
	38

	A FISHER
	 
	38

	I GARDNER
	 
	36

	C MACAULEY
	 
	30

	H JONES
	 
	29

	I HOWARD
	 
	28

	G SINCLAIR
	 
	28

	R HARMAN
	 
	28

	P HOLMES
	 
	25

	C TRUSLER
	 
	15


 

	Division 2 Scores
	 
	 

	D BELCHER
	 
	37

	R PITTS
	 
	33

	G HAZELL
	 
	33

	K RUSSELL
	 
	30

	M JONES
	 
	27

	P STOKES
	 
	25

	M SILLETT
	 
	23

	T WEST
	 
	21

	R NEWTON
	 
	19

	N FARROW
	 
	18


